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All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of 
God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Preface

In more than 15 years of full-time pastoral ministry, I have had the profound joy of 
talking to thousands of people about the Word of God. His Word is the special way he 
reveals himself to people and it comes in two parts—his Son, Jesus Christ, and the Bible. 
Every Christian I know loves Jesus. Similarly, virtually every Christian loves the Bible, 
but for a lot of people there is a key difference between their love for Jesus and their love 
for the Bible—loving Jesus feels simple where studying the Bible seems hard.
 
This study is for people who love the Word of God, but wish they knew the Bible better. 
It is built on one prevailing premise: anyone can know more of God through reading 
their Bible. If you do not read the Bible often and have never seriously studied it, this se-
ries will introduce you to the big story of the Bible, show you how it all connects to the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, and give you basic tools to study the Bible on your own. 
For people who have years of Bible study background, this study will challenge you to 
dig into the Scriptures for greater insights, theological depth, and practical application.
 
Everything we will talk about is accessible to you. You do not need to have an advanced 
degree, know a dead language, or purchase a theological library to strengthen your 
knowledge of God’s Word. There are a few suggestions for additional resources, but our 
entire study can be done with your Bible, this guide, and free websites. Are you feeling 
intimidated by “deep” Bible study? There is no need! We will start at the beginning and 
work from there.
 
Join me in this prayer as we begin: God, thank you for revealing yourself in the Bible. 
I want to know you more. Give me an open mind, a humble heart, and ever-increas-
ing joy in you as I study your Word. May it fuel worship in me as I learn these truths, 
applying them to my life and sharing them with others. I pray in the name of the Word 
incarnate, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Pastor Adam Fix
September 2020

Our Saviour Evangelical Free Church, Wheeling, IL
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God Creates Everything
Genesis 1-2
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Week 1

Bible Study Principle: Canonization
 
Definition: The process of collecting scriptural books given by God to his people
 
Study Skill: Learning about the Bible and delighting in the authority of God

Introduction

The first step in learning to read the Bible is understanding the book you have in your 
hands. Who wrote it? How was it put together? How has it been delivered to you? In 
this session, we will encounter God, his words, and the modern Bible.
 
The natural implication of canonization is authority. If these truly are the words of God, 
then it is good and right to read, learn, and obey them. Living under authority rarely 
comes easy to people. We prefer to be our own masters. However, when we have an 
authentic encounter with God and begin to understand his love and care for us, we will 
grow to joyfully embrace his authority. Psalm 119:1-2 says, “Blessed are those whose 
way is blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD! Blessed are those who keep his 
testimonies, who seek him with their whole heart.”

The Days of Creation
Where? What?
Day 1: Light and Dark Day 4: Day and Night
Day 2: Sea and Sky Day 5: Fish and Birds
Day 3: Earth Day 6: Animals, man, and woman

Timeline of Canonization
Dates represent the middle of an accepted range
 

 » 1425 BC Genesis-Deuteronomy written (earliest OT books)

 » 432 BC Malachi written (latest OT book)

 » AD 49 Galatians written (earliest NT book)

 » AD 91 Revelation written (latest (NT book)

 » AD 140-150 A New Testament Canon is proposed

 » AD 367 Athanasius’ Easter letter contains the earliest known list of the 27 New 
Testament books we have today

(cont.)
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 » AD 397 The Council of Carthage agrees that these 27 books represent the complete 
New Testament

 » AD 400 Jerome translates the Old and New Testaments into Latin

 » AD 650 Chapter and verse numbers are added to help aid Bible referencing

 » AD 1381 The whole Bible is translated into English for the first time

 » AD 1525 The New Testament is translated directly from Greek to English for the first 
time

 » AD 1609 The King James Bible is published

Criteria for Canonization

Old Testament

 » Acceptance by Jesus and the Apostles

 » Authority of the writing (prophecy, history, wisdom, etc.)

 » Agreement among the Jewish community

What about the Apocrypha?

“From Artaxerxes to our own times a complete history has been written, but 
has not been deemed worthy of equal credit with the earlier records, because of 
the failure of the exact succession of the prophets.” 

-Josephus (AD 37-100), Jewish Historian, concerning why the writings collectively known as the 
Apocrypha were not to be considered canonical

New Testament

 » Authorship (written by an Apostle or close associate of an Apostle)

 » Usage (commonly used among early churches)

 » Efficacy (early Christians found the writing to be spiritually enriching)

Books for Further Reading:
 » Why Trust the Bible? by Greg Gilbert

 » Is There Meaning in the Text? by Kevin Vanhoozer

 » Taking God at His Word by Kevin Deyoung
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Week 1

Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 1

Study Questions

What are the three main truths we can be sure Genesis 1 means to impart about God 
and creation?

What does it mean that God created ex nihilo? Why is his creation of everything 
from nothing significant?
 

How do we know about God? What two modes of revelation has he used to reveal 
himself?
 

 

What is canonization? Does it hinder biblical authority to study the Bible’s origin?
 

 

How was the Old Testament written? How do we know it can be trusted?
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How was the New Testament compiled? What criteria were used to assess books for 
canonization?
 
 

Why is being sure we have the true Word of God important?
 

Do you have trouble coming under authority? How will you remain open to submit-
ting to God when his Word challenges you?
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Week 1
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God Saves From Failure
Genesis 3
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Week 2

Bible Study Principle: Word Studies
 
Study Skill: Studying the meaning and usage of specific words helps readers gain 
a more complete understanding of biblical truth

Introduction

Most English translations of the Bible contain more than 700,000 words translated from 
manuscripts originally written in Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic. Throughout the trans-
lation process, scholars have to make choices. For some words there are direct English 
equivalents, for others the translators must make interpretive choices using linguistic 
skills, historical analysis, and taking the context into consideration. Since we are reading 
to hear from God, it is supremely important that we know as much about these words as 
possible.
 
As Bible readers, we are often helped by knowing where else a word appears in the 
chapter, book, or even the wider Bible. Knowing which other English words translators 
chose not to use can help us understand the meaning and intent of words and phrases. 
Seeing how a word was used earlier in a letter or by a prophet will bring clarity to a 
difficult concept.
 
Sophisticated tools such as numbering systems with their own reference volumes or 
computer programs are helpful in doing word studies. However, most people have help 
with word studies right in their Bible. Look toward the back to see if the publisher made 
a concordance. If you have a Bible with cross-references in the center column, those can 
be helpful in studying certain words as well. Do not be intimidated! You do not need to 
know ancient languages to learn more about the Word of God. Just begin by thinking of 
other verses that contain the same key word and go from there.
 

Recommended Resources
 

 » blueletterbible.org  

 » bibleproject.com/all-videos/word-studies/       

 » Exegetical Fallacies by D.A. Carson

 » The New Inductive Study Bible by Precept Ministries International
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Key Words in Genesis 3
 
Crafty (v. 1) Hebrew: arum (ע֔רּום)
 
 

 

 

Desire (v. 16) Hebrew: tshuwqah (תשּוקה)
 

 

 
Rule (v. 16) Hebrew: mashal (משל)
 
 

 

 
Cursed (v. 14, 17) Hebrew: arar (ערר)
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Week 2

Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 2

Study Questions

Why is this historical event often called, “The Fall”?

 
How did the serpent twist the words of God? How is that same tactic still used today 
to confuse people and divide Christians?
 

 
Were there any words that stood out to you as significant or noteworthy? Were there 
any words you did not understand?
 

 
How do you conduct a basic word study using free and immediately available tools?
 

 
What does it mean that a woman’s “desire shall be contrary to [her] husband” (v.16)? 
Why is correctly interpreting the word desire critical to understanding the verse?
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How can you apply word study skills to other portions of the Bible? Consider books 
such as Psalms, Proverbs, New Testament letters, and Revelation.
 
 

How will you continue to prioritize worship as you deeply study God’s Word?
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Week 2
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God Makes a Covenant
Genesis 15



19

Week 3

Bible Study Principle: Biblical Theology
 
Study Skill: Tracing how a biblical theme or teaching is revealed throughout the 
Old and New Testaments

Introduction
 
Theology is the study of God. He is supreme, there is only one of him, and much of his 
character and work remains mysterious, but he can be known, and known well. We 
come to know him and grow in relationship with him through his Word. Jesus is called 
the Word of God, therefore a personal relationship with Jesus is essential to knowing 
God. The Bible is also called the Word of God, so, to know God more fully, we should 
read the Bible.
 
As you read the Bible, you will learn that its true author is God. Under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, many people wrote and passed on the 66 books of Scripture. This 
variety in the authorship helps explain why some books read, sound, and feel slight-
ly different from one another. Biblical theology is important, because it looks at how 
particular themes and topics are developed within the flow of Scripture. If the question 
is, “What does it mean that God is sovereign,” biblical theology answers that question 
by looking at the sovereign power and actions of God from Genesis to Revelation. This 
theological method will often yield longer answers that other theological disciplines 
such as systematic theology or apologetics. A systematic theology answer to that same 
question would likely be a single statement summarizing all that the Bible says about 
God’s sovereignty. An apologetic answer would defend the sovereignty of God against 
competing truth claims.
 
Biblical theology is important because it follows the story of God as revealed through-
out the whole Bible. It ensures we don’t short-change the process of getting to know 
God and following him. That can happen when you summarize biblical teaching 
without earnestly looking at the whole picture. Many well-meaning people have missed 
a good deal of God’s grandeur and the joy of the Christian life because they are only 
interested in the CliffsNotes. Biblical theology makes sure we read the whole thing.
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The Life of Abraham and His Descendants
 

 » 2166 BC Abram is born in Ur (Genesis 11:27)

 » 2091 BC God makes a covenant with Abram (Genesis 12:1-3)

 » God changes Abram’s name to Abraham (Genesis 17:5)

 » 2066 BC Abraham’s son, Isaac, is born (Genesis 21:1-3)

 » 2029 BC Abraham’s wife, Sarah, dies (Genesis 23:1)

 » 2006 BC Isaac’s son, Jacob, is born (Genesis 25:24-26)

 » 1991 BC Abraham dies (Genesis 25:7-8)

 » 1916 BC Jacob’s son, Joseph, is born (Genesis 3:22-24)

 » 1899 BC Joseph is taken to Egypt (Genesis 37:28)

 » 1041 BC David is born into the line of Abraham (Matthew 1:6)

 » 5 BC Jesus Christ is born into the line of Abraham (Mattew 1:16-17)
 
 

The Legacy of Abraham
 

 » Abraham is the father of the Jewish people (Genesis 17:5; Romans 4:16)

 » Abraham is remembered as a man of great faith (Hebrews 11:8-12)

 » Abraham is called a friend of God (James 2:23)

 » Abraham is the forefather of all who are saved by Jesus Christ (Romans 4:11)
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Week 3

Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 3

Study Questions

Why is biblical theology important?
 

 
How do you see great truths such as the love of God, the power of God, and the mer-
cy of God revealed in fuller measure throughout the Bible?
 

 
Read Genesis 15:6 and Galatians 3:7-9. Why are those who put their faith in God 
called Abraham’s descendants, even though they may not be physically descended 
from him?

 
How is the theme of belief and faith revealed throughout the Bible? Read Genesis 
15:6; Psalm 105:6; Romans 4:3-8; Galatians 3:7-9; Hebrews 11:1, 8-12; James 2:21-23.
 

 
Abraham was far from a perfect man (see Genesis 12:10-20, 20:1-18). What does 
both his lineage and testimony (Hebrews 11:8-12) teach you about the grace of God?
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What is the symbolism of the smoking fire pot and flaming torch?

 
Why is it significant that God made the covenant with Abraham apart from Abra-
ham’s holiness or perfect righteousness? How has God continued to be faithful and 
good to you, despite your shortcomings and sin?
 

 
How can you grow in your understanding of the great themes of Scripture and de-
velop an increasingly more biblical theology?
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Week 3
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God Rescues His People
Exodus 3
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Week 4

Bible Study Principle: Translation
 
Definition: The process of taking early manuscripts of the Holy Scriptures and 
transferring them from the original Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek into modern 
languages 

Study Skill: Identify a useful Bible translation that captures both the literal mean-
ing and sense of the words

Introduction

The phrase “lost in translation” might be used to describe a misunderstanding between 
a husband and wife or different ideas among coworkers. In most of those instances, the 
word translation would be taken figuratively. A couple had a difference of opinion or a 
work team favored alternative approaches to solving a problem. More often than not, 
spouses or coworkers are speaking the same language. Literally, to translate means to 
render words into another language. For anyone who has not extensively studied the 
original languages the Bible was written in, a great deal of translation is necessary to 
learn the Word of God.
 
Bible translation involves two major steps with an innumerable series of smaller choices 
along the way. First, a Bible translation team must decide which versions of ancient 
manuscripts they will base their translation on. We do not have the original copy of 
Exodus, nor do we have Paul’s actual letter to the Philippians. What we do have are 
extremely reliable copies. Sometimes those copies are in large sections that are mostly 
complete and other times they are short fragments. There are over 5000 manuscripts of 
the New Testament alone—some are mostly complete, others are just a few words. Thus, 
a translator’s first job is to do textual criticism. Textual criticism is the science of en-
suring a modern document is based upon the most reliable ancient texts. Scholars and 
scientists look for high degrees of agreement among early copies, use forensic analysis, 
and consider both external and internal evidence. This may sound like a blow to the 
authenticity of the Bible, but on the contrary, it supports it. The Bible is almost assured-
ly the most scrutinized book in history and even with that level of examination, it has 
been proven to be consistent and reliable.
 
After the textual criticism comes the rendering from one language to another. As with 
modern languages, ancient languages cannot simply be converted one word at a time. 
Complex ideas are embedded into the literal words. For instance, a person might say, 
“I love tacos” and “I love my wife,” surely these similar words do not carry the same 
level of substance.  Literary devices such as idioms, estimations, and hyperbole need to 
be considered.  There are different genres of literature that operate by slightly different 
rules. Poetry is more artistic, while history is literal. All of this must be considered when 
words or phrases are read in one language and written in another.
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Bible translation is one of the most important jobs in the world. For many languages, 
reliable copies of the Bible have been available for centuries, but there are still thousands 
of languages spoken all over the world without a translation. It is still a vital ministry of 
the Church to translate the active Word of God into the language of every man, woman, 
and child.

Bible Translation Timeline
 »  200 BC Greek Septuagint is completed. The Hebrew Old 

Testament translated into Greek.

 » ~AD 150 P90 (P. Oxy. 3523), the earliest known surviv-
ing fragment of the New Testament is written (portions 
of John 18:36-19:7)

 » AD 180 The Muratorian Fragment is written containing 
a list and portions of 22 of the 27 New Testament books

 » c. AD 400 Jerome translates the Old and New Testa-
ments into Latin

 » AD 1380 John Wycliffe translates the first English Bible 
from Latin

 » AD 1522 Martin Luther translates the New Testament 
into German

 » AD 1526 William Tyndale translates the New Testament 
into English from Greek

 » AD 1535 Miles Coverdale publishes the first complete 
Bible in English

 » AD 1560 The Geneva Bible published

 » AD 1611 The King James Bible published

 » AD 1663 First Bible printed in America by John Eliot, a 
translation into Algonquian

 » AD 1777 First publication of the King James Version 
New Testament in America 

 » AD 1971 New American Standard Bible is published 
(NASB)

 » AD 1973 New International Version is published (NIV)

 » AD 1982 New King James Version is published (NKJV)

 » AD 2002 English Standard Version is published (ESV)

P. Oxy. 3235

Tyndale English Bible

Eliot Algonquian Bible
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Week 4

Fun Facts About Popular Bible Translations

King James Version (KJV)

 » It is the most printed book of all time.

 » 54 Scholars worked on the project for 4 years.

 » The Pilgrims did not care for the KJV, they brought the Geneva Bible to                   
North America.

 » It has been through several major revisions. The version you are most likely to see 
today was completed in 1769.

New International Version (NIV)

 » The project was the result of a meeting in Palos Heights, IL during 1965.

 » The complete Bible was first published in 1978.

 » The NIV has undergone two major revisions, in 1984 and 2011, respectively.

English Standard Version (ESV)

 » It contains more than 775,000 words.

 » More than 65 scholars worked on the project.

 » The ESV is based on the Revised Standard Version text, but incorporates recently 
discovered sources as well as updates the language to reflect modern English usage.

Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 4

Study Questions

What translation of the Bible are you most familiar with? Do you know anything 
about its origin? Take a moment to do an internet search to learn a few basic facts 
such as when it was first published and what went into the translation process.
 

Did you learn anything new about the process of Bible translation?

 
Who was Moses? How was he connected to the people the book of Genesis focused 
on (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph)?

 

Sermon Notes
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Why did God reveal himself to Moses in a burning bush that was not consumed by 
the fire?

 
What is God communicating when he tells Moses his name is “I am” or “I am who I 
am”? What can be inferred about God from this unique name?

God sees the suffering of his people (v. 7, 9). Have you ever called out to him in the 
midst of suffering and he answered you? Do you need to call out to him now?
 

What are some of the challenges of Bible translation?

 
How do you choose a good Bible translation?
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Week 4
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God Anoints a King
1 Samuel 16
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Week 5

Bible Study Principle: Genre
 
Definition: Writing styles that share artistic qualities, forms, or subject matter
 
Study Skill: Identify the form and style of the writing in order to help the inter-
pretive process

Introduction

The Bible is a massive book. Actually, it’s 66 books. Among those books are sections of 
history, narrative, poetry, wisdom, personal correspondence, and apocalyptic literature 
to name some of the more common styles of writing. These styles are called genres. 
Considering the general genre of a book or passage of Scripture will help you determine 
its meaning and apply the truth it contains to your life. It is a little bit like asking the 
question, “How does this author want to communicate with me?”
 
Take for example the 10 Commandments, Psalm 23, and Ephesians. The 10 command-
ments are a list of straightforward prescriptions. Do not worship other gods. Do not 
steal. Psalm 23 says that the Lord makes the writer, David, lie down in green pastures. 
If we did not recognize that Psalm 23 was poetry, we might think we need to seek out 
the nearest green pasture. We would ask how long we need to lay in it before we have 
obeyed God. Similarly, if we took the 10 Commandments as poetry, we would ask what 
not stealing is symbolic of. These are silly examples. Of course, we know that Psalm 23 
is a poem meant to illustrate how the Lord leads and comforts his followers and the 10 
Commandments begin to mark out a community structure for the people of God.
 
Considering the genre of biblical writing can help determine the author’s intent. The 
difference between genre in the Bible and in other literature is that the Bible is Holy 
Scripture. That means the primary genre is the Word of God. No matter what type of 
literature you are reading in the Bible, it is true, reveals God, and is useful for you.
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Biblical Books by Genre Category
*Many books of the Bible contain multiple genres of writing—these are generalizations

Genre Book

Historical/Law 
Narrative

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, 
Numbers, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 
1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Esther, Jonah

Wisdom Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes

Poetry Psalms, Song of Solomon, Lamentations

Prophecy
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, 
Amos, Obadiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Apocalyptic Daniel, Revelation

Gospel Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts

Epistle

Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 
1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, 
Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 
1-3 John, Jude
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Week 5

Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 5

Study Questions

How will determining the genre of writing help you as you read the Bible?
 

What do you know about each of the 7 general categories of genre found in the 
Bible?

 
Why is it significant that Jesse did not even think to present David to Samuel? What 
does that teach about the way God chooses and calls people to his service?

 
David was an ordinary, flawed person, yet he is called a man after God’s heart (Acts 
13:22). Why can David still be described this way despite his many sins and short-
comings?

 
What does it mean that God anointed David (1 Sam. 16:13)?
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Though David’s role was to be a king, what was his real job? First, he did not become 
king until 20 years after his anointing. Second, while he was king he did some terri-
ble things. What are all people to work at among the people of God?
 
 
 

Which genres of writing appeal to you most? Why?

 
Why should we be careful not to let genre factor too heavily into our interpretation 
and application of Scripture? For instance, how might it be problematic to not be-
lieve a truth revealed about God in a Psalm because it is “only poetry”?
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Week 5
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God Teaches Worshipers
Psalm 36
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Week 6

Bible Study Principle:  Reading for Comprehension

Study Skill: Develop deeper understanding and more retention of Bible passages 
through outlining, considering structure, expanding vocabulary, and memoriza-
tion

Introduction

This section may seem insultingly elementary. You know how to read. You likely can’t 
remember a time before you could read. Yet, there is a meaningful difference between 
being able to read a series of words and comprehending in a way that not only sees 
them, but interprets and internalizes those words. God reveals himself in a book. Quite 
simply, the better equipped we are to read the Bible, the more we will know of God. 
There has never been a worthier goal.
 
Reading is a skill and like any skill the more you practice, the better you become. That 
is why the first step in learning to read the Bible well is to do it more often. If you do 
not read the Bible daily, make that a priority. Other simple steps that will enhance your 
reading are limiting distractions and having a Bible that is comfortable in your hands 
and to your eyes. It’s also helpful to have a plan. Your Bible reading will improve if you 
are not opening it wondering what you will read that day.
 
Beyond setting yourself up well to read, we benefit from reading at a pace where we 
can digest and comprehend the words we are taking in. If there are words you do not 
recognize, phrases you do not understand, or a literary structure you are not familiar 
with, use other resources such as dictionaries or the notes in a study Bible to help you. 
Learning to read deeply will benefit your discipleship of Christ for the rest of your life.  

Psalms by Author 

King David 72
Asaph (and sons) 12
Sons of Korah 11
Solomon 2
Moses 1
Ethan (the Ezrahite) 1
Heman (the Ezrahite) co-authored with the sons of Korah 1
Unattributed 50
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The 5 Books of the Psalms

The arrangement of the Psalms into 5 books likely mirrors the Pentateuch 
(Genesis-Deuteronomy). Together they help capture the worshiping (or lack thereof) 
heart of the nation from the early monarchy to the fall of Jerusalem, through the exile, 
and following the return of the people and the rebuilding of the temple.
 

Book 1 (Ps. 1-41) contains a coronation Psalm near the beginning (Psalm 2) and 
focuses on songs of praise and lament along with the early rule of David.
 

Book 2 (Ps. 42-72) focuses on Jerusalem and royalty, developing themes around the 
temple. It is bookended with the beginning of Book 1 by a coronation Psalm at the end 
(Psalm 72).
 

Book 3 (Ps. 73-89) has many laments because it assumes the fall of Jerusalem and the 
exile of the people. These Psalms are much heavier as a whole than Books 1-2.

 
Book 4 (Ps. 90-106) restores hope, going all the way back to Moses to remind the 
people that God has always been with them. There are Psalms of thanksgiving and God’s 
true kingship.
 

Book 5 (Ps. 107-150) sees the people returned from exile and, while the categories are 
not quite as clear as the previous four books, many of the Psalms center around worship 
and the glorious future God has in store for his people.
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Week 6

Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 6

Study Questions

What do you like to read? What are some of your favorite books?

 
What is your typical pattern for Bible reading?

 
How can you enhance your reading comprehension?

 
Read Psalm 23
What imagery is David using? What does he mean to communicate through these 
pictures of the Lord’s presence and comfort?
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Read Psalm 36
What wisdom does this Psalm contain?
 

What is the connection between the transgression of the wicked and the righteous-
ness of God?

 
Read Proverbs 1
What is a Proverb? How do they differ from other types of literature and writing?

Why is it important to group proverbs together as opposed to limiting them to pithy 
“sayings”?

What is the goal of the book of Proverbs?

 
Read Proverbs 8
Wisdom is personified as a woman. Why does Solomon write this way?

 
What is the call of wisdom? What do we gain if we heed her call and what do we lose 
if we ignore it?
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Week 6
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God Promises a Better Way
Jeremiah 30-31
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Week 7

Bible Study Principle: Context

Study Skill: Considering both the internal and external setting of a passage of 
Scripture guides Bible readers in determining purpose and meaning

Introduction

Context is everything. Have you heard this axiom? Internet searches for that phrase yield 
results from the U.S. State Department, a teacher’s workshop about children learning to 
read, and a TED Talk about how a doctor approaches a patient. The U.S. State De-
partment wants to help people relate to citizens of other countries, born into different 
cultures. You need that context if you want to truly get to know another person. Context 
will often tell you if a child is truly learning or if they are merely memorizing what 
they have been told. For a doctor trying to diagnose a medical condition, it is not only 
necessary to learn about the symptoms, but information like medical history, physical 
condition, and lifestyle choices are also very important. Context is everything.
 
This does not mean that context is the only thing, but it plays a large role in Bible 
interpretation. When Hebrews 12:29 says that God is a “consuming fire,” what does 
that mean? The first place to look would be the words previous to that in Hebrews 12. 
That’s called the literary context. Another area for questions would be about the people 
Hebrews was written to? Who were they? When did they live? What else was happening 
in the world around them? That’s historical context.
Considering context is among the most important Bible study skills. It can bring clarity 
to difficult passages. Oftentimes, a critic of the Bible will complain about its, supposed, 
inconsistencies. Considering the historical and literary context of a passage helps de-
termine how the words in question relates to the rest of Scripture. Context also puts up 
guardrails for the reader. It can keep you from concluding the Bible is saying something 
it clearly is not. Your first clue will be that your interpretation is not consistent with the 
rest of the passage, chapter, book, or the broader themes of God’s Word. Always consid-
er the context.
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Questions to Determine the Context
 
Historical Context

 » When was this written?

 » Who wrote it?

 » Who was it written to?

 » What was happening geographically, socially, or historically when this was written?

 » Where was this written?

 » Why was this written?
 
Literary Context

 » What are the preceding and following words saying?

 » What was the author’s purpose in writing this?

 » Were the words or phrases in question used elsewhere in the writing?

 » How are the words or phrases used elsewhere in the Bible?

 » What range of meaning did the words have in the original language?

 » What is the genre of the writing?

 » Is the writer using a literary device such as hyperbole, sarcasm, or humor?

 » Did the writer contribute other books to the Bible? What clues do those other books 
give?
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Sermon Notes
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Week 7

Study Questions

When was Jeremiah written?

 
Who wrote Jeremiah? What do you know about the author?

 
In Jeremiah 30:2, it says, “Days are coming.” What time period does that refer to? 
Might it be referring to different sets of days? What clues are offered?

 
What was happening among the nation of Israel during the writing of this book?

 
Jeremiah 30:12-17 talks about wounds, hurts, and healing. The context makes it 
obvious this is not referring to an individual and the wounds are not literal. Who is 
it talking about and what are wounds and healing metaphors for?
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Jeremiah 31:31-34 are verses of great hope. To what are they referring? Has this 
prophecy been fully realized yet?
 

Read Hebrews 8:8-13. The author quotes Jeremiah 31:31-34. What does the author’s 
brief comment in Hebrews 8:13 teach you about the words of Jeremiah? When the 
writer of Hebrews says what Jeremiah wrote is “obsolete,” does he mean it is no 
longer useful?

 
What does the context following Hebrews 8 (read 9:1-10:18) teach you about inter-
preting the words of Jeremiah?
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God Becomes a Man
Matthew 1-2; Luke 1
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Week 8

Bible Study Principle: Authorial Intent

Study Skill: Determining why, under divine direction, an author wrote a book or 
a smaller section of the Bible

Introduction

The reason some of the Bible’s content is included in the Word of God is obvious imme-
diately. While reading other portions of the Bible, you find yourself asking, “Why is this 
here?” That question gets at the heart of authorial intent. While reading the Bible you 
get the impression that some writers felt a greater weight of inspiration than others, but 
regardless, every word of the Bible is equally (that is fully) inspired by God.
 
Another aspect of determining authorial intention is to set out the range of meaning for 
biblical truth. In 1 Timothy 3, the Apostle Paul lists many godly qualities that should be 
noticeable in the lives of elders and deacons. Was it Paul’s intention to limit the qualifi-
cations of those biblical offices to only the specified characteristics or might he have in-
tended them as thorough examples, but not a complete list, denoting the qualifications 
for biblical church leadership and servanthood? The latter seems most likely.
 
Asking why a biblical writer included something is among the earliest questions you 
should ask in determining how that particular biblical truth applies to your life. If all of 
the Bible is written at the direction of God, then we are really asking, “Why does God 
want me to read this?” The answer may be as simple as confirming the validity of Scrip-
ture or it may be so profound that salvation, itself, hinges on those words. Whatever the 
case, if God is speaking, we should listen. 
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 » Genesis Moses
 » Exodus Moses
 » Leviticus Moses
 » Numbers Moses
 » Deuteronomy Moses (except the parts relating to his death)
 » Joshua Joshua (except the parts relating to his death)
 » Judges Samuel, Nathan, Gad
 » Ruth Samuel, Nathan, Gad
 » 1 Samuel Samuel, Natahn, Gad
 » 2 Samuel Samuel, Nathan, Gad
 » 1 Kings Jeremiah
 » 2 Kings Jeremiah
 » 1 Chronicles Ezra
 » 2 Chronicles Ezra
 » Ezra Ezra
 » Nehemiah Nehemiah
 » Esther Mordecai
 » Job Job
 » Psalms Various (See pg. 43)
 » Proverbs Solomon (1-29) Agur and Lemuel (Proverbs 30-31)
 » Ecclesiastes Solomon
 » Song of Solomon Solomon
 » Isaiah Isaiah (later portions based on records)
 » Jeremiah Jeremiah
 » Lamentations Jeremiah
 » Ezekiel Ezekiel
 » Daniel Daniel
 » Hosea Hosea
 » Joel Joel
 » Amos Amos
 » Obadiah Obadiah
 » Jonah Jonah
 » Micah Micah
 » Nahum Nahum
 » Habakkuk Habakkuk
 » Zephaniah Zephaniah
 » Haggai Haggai
 » Zechariah Zechariah
 » Malachi Malachi
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Week 8

 » Matthew Matthew, the Apostle
 » Mark John Mark
 » Luke Luke
 » John John, the Apostle
 » Acts Luke
 » Romans Paul, the Apostle
 » 1 Corinthians Paul, the Apostle
 » 2 Corinthians Paul, the Apostle
 » Galatians Paul, the Apostle
 » Ephesians Paul, the Apostle
 » Philippians Paul, the Apostle
 » Colossians Paul, the Apostle
 » 1 Thessalonians Paul, the Apostle
 » 2 Thessalonians Paul, the Apostle
 » 1 Timothy Paul, the Apostle
 » 2 Timothy Paul, the Apostle
 » Titus Paul, the Apostle
 » Philemon Paul, the Apostle
 » Hebrews Unknown (popular theories include 

Luke, Barnabas, Apollos)
 » James James, the brother of Jesus
 » 1 Peter Peter, the Apostle
 » 2 Peter Peter, the Apostle
 » 1 John John, the Apostle
 » 2 John John, the Apostle
 » 3 John John, the Apostle
 » Jude Jude, the brother of Jesus
 » Revelation John, the Apostle
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Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes



65

Week 8

Study Questions

Why are there 4 Gospels?
 

What are some similarities and differences between Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John?

 
Does anything strike you as you scan the list of books of the Bible by author?

 
Why is it important for both Matthew and Luke to provide the links by genealogy 
between Jesus and both, Abraham and Adam, respectively?

 
How is the providence of God seen in the prophecy and birth of Jesus?
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Why does Matthew quote Old Testament prophecy when telling the story of the first 
years after the birth of Jesus?

 
What do you know about Mary and Joseph? What can you infer from what is known 
about them?

 
Read Hosea 11:1. Why does Matthew see Jesus as representing all of Israel? How is 
this significant when considering the death of Jesus?

 
God’s hand was upon Jesus, even when circumstances seemed tenuous. Read Ro-
mans 8:31-36. How does this encourage you? How should it encourage all Chris-
tians?



67

Week 8
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God Grants New Birth
John 3
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Week 9

Bible Study Principle: Systematic Theology
 
Study Skill: Apply Scripture by studying what the whole Bible teaches about a 
given subject

Introduction

Earlier, in week three, we discussed the importance of biblical theology as we read the 
Bible. Now, we will draw in systematic theology. Think of biblical theology and system-
atic theology as two sides of the same coin. Where biblical theology asks, what topics 
does this passage of Scripture speak to through the Bible’s ongoing narrative; systematic 
theology asks, what does the Bible say about this topic? Systematic theology is primarily 
done by taking a particular topic and gathering all the relevant Bible verses and sec-
tions, and synthesizing them.
 
Systematic theology is highly practical because it summarizes what the Bible teaches on 
important doctrines. For example, you could ask what the Bible teaches about repen-
tance from sin. To learn about that, you would read about how David repented of sin, 
what Jesus said about repentance, and what the Apostle Paul wrote. That would give 
you a much broader perspective than just reading a Psalm or two David wrote about 
repenting.
 
Bible readers often think of systematic theology as something professors do in old, 
dusty academic libraries. Nothing could be further from the truth. Christians, young 
and old, want to know what the Bible teaches about a wide variety of subjects. What will 
the second coming of Christ be like? How are we forgiven of sin? How should Chris-
tians treat the oppressed? What does God want me to do with my money? These and 
countless more are questions that are, in part, answered by systematic theology.

Recommended Systematic Theology Primers
 
 » Everyone’s a Theologian by R.C. Sproul

 » Concise Theology by J.I. Packer

 » Christian Belief: Twenty Basics Every Christian Should Know by Wayne Grudem and 
Elliot Grudem

 » Bible Doctrine by Wayne Grudem
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Sermon Notes
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Sermon Notes
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Week 9

Study Questions
 
Explain the difference between systematic theology and biblical theology.
 

What are questions you have where systematic theology would be helpful in provid-
ing answers?

 
In John 3, Jesus tells Nicodemus unless a person is born again he or she will not see 
the kingdom of God. Where else in Scripture are the new birth and the kingdom of 
God mentioned?

 
Read Numbers 21:8-9. Why does Jesus compare the present generation to the epi-
sode in Numbers where the people were saved by looking to Moses’ bronze serpent?

 
John 3:16 is a well-known verse. What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus?
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Why does Jesus say people loved the darkness rather than the light (v.19)? Is this still 
true today?
 

Verse 36 provides a fitting summary of John 3. What does it mean to have eternal 
life or experience the wrath of God?

 
How can you use systematic theology to answer some questions you may have about 
biblical doctrine, even if you do not possess a printed systematic theology book?
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God Defeats Death
Luke 23:32-49
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Week 10

Bible Study Principle: Redemptive Context
 
Definition: Every part of the Bible is meant to progress the narrative of redemp-
tion and reveal the God who redeems
 
Study Skill: Approaching the Bible as a single story with a grand message of re-
demption and determining how each part contributes to that purpose

Introduction

Without the cross, the Bible is just a book. It might still be considered a book of wisdom 
or a collection of great stories, but the cross of Jesus and the hope of resurrection are 
what make it truly unique. Even Christians, if they do not read all the Bible in light of 
the cross, risk diminishing its value and ignoring its most sacred purpose.
 
Reading a passage in its redemptive context shifts the focus from us to God. We can 
still ask how we apply a passage of Scripture to our lives, but we should do that by first 
asking what a passage says about God and his plan to save. An example would be the 
story of David battling Goliath. Without the redemptive context, that story is often 
reduced to an anecdote of underdogs emerging victorious. People try to offer comfort 
or summon courage by asking, what’s my Goliath? However, if we read that story in its 
redemptive context, we see that through that victory, God raised David to prominence 
where he would one day become a model king for God’s people and from his line Jesus 
would be born. Jesus defeats the greatest enemy—death. He is now our reigning king. 
God worked through David, and Jesus has become the true and better David.
 
The Bible contains many books, but it is one story. It has many characters, but it’s main 
figure is God, who is Father, Son, and Spirit. Everything that God has done and all he 
does serve the purpose of glorifying his name and testifying to his goodness. As the spe-
cific revelation of God, the Bible trumpets the work of God. Make sure you are always 
asking, where is God in this and how is this advancing his grand plan of redemption?  
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Questions to ask for studying Bible verses in their 
redemptive context:
 
 » What does Genesis 1-3 (creation and the fall) teach us about the background of these 

verses?

 » What is the immediate context of these verses?

 » Where do these verses fit within the narrative of the Bible?

 » How does the life of Jesus show us a better way in relation to these verses?

 » How does Jesus’ death on the cross provide the way for restoring the image of God 
lost in these verses?

 » How will what has been broken because of sin in these verses be restored in the New 
Heaven and New Earth?
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Week 10

Study Questions
 
Why must our theological understanding begin with Genesis 1-3?
 

How will studying the Old Testament in its redemptive context change the way we 
read certain narratives?

 
Why did Jesus have to die on the cross to save people who repent of their sin and 
believe in him? Be specific about the need for atonement from sin.

 
What is significant about the promise Jesus makes to the criminal being crucified 
with him, that today they will be together in paradise? What does this teach about 
belief in the Gospel?

 
Read Psalm 22. What allusions to this Psalm do you see in Luke’s recounting of the 
events leading up to and the crucifixion of Jesus? Read also Matthew 27:46.
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Luke’s description of the crucifixion does not include as many theological state-
ments as the other gospels (e.g. Mark 10:45, 14:24). Why might this be? What is 
Luke’s approach to telling his readers about the crucifixion?
 

Why did the Roman centurion sense Jesus’ innocence in the way that he died?

 
If every passage of Scripture is viewed “through the lens of the cross” how will that 
change how you read the Bible and approach every day of your life?
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God Spreads Hope
Acts 11
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Week 11

Bible Study Principle: Application
 
Study Skill: Experiencing life change through reading, learning, and obeying the 
Word of God

Introduction

There is a chasm of difference between knowing what the Bible says and obeying its 
inspired truth. Jesus said certain religious leaders could teach the Scriptures, but people 
should not follow their example, because they did not live out their own teaching 
(Matthew 23:2-3). They are hypocrites. Even the devil could quote Scripture (Matthew 
4:1-11) and demons believe some of what it says (James 2:19), but they live in defiance 
of it. You can engage in all kinds of Bible study and learn much about the Scriptures, but 
if you will not obey it, all your efforts will be fruitless.
 
Applying the Bible is a skill just like using study aids and spending years cultivating 
knowledge. However, there is a key addition; application is also a matter for the heart. 
It takes a heart open, humble, and hungry to grow in godliness and holiness. Humility 
is especially critical. You must always approach God’s Word asking the Holy Spirit to 
continue the ongoing work of transformation that God began in you when he gave you 
new life, if, in fact, you are a Christian.
 
Often, the longer you are a Christian, the harder it is to be transformed through your 
study of the Bible. This is because you may have already read it several or even dozens 
of times. Perhaps, you’ve read a book or taught a class forcing you to really dig into the 
sections of Scripture you are studying. Or, maybe you just forgot how incredible it felt 
to hold the Word of God in your hands when you were a new believer. The best way to 
guard against any of this is to pray that God would give you a love for his Word, a heart 
open to receive it, and a joy in hearing him speak to you.

Make Your Own Application Grid
 
A grid can be a helpful tool when thinking through a Bible passage from different 
angles and with different spheres of application in mind. It can help you be thorough by 
reminding you of areas you may have neglected or asking yourself questions you have 
not considered. Below is a sample grid. Take some time to come up with your own grid, 
using this as a guide, if it is helpful to you.
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Non 
Christians

Individual 
Christians Families Churches Public

What does this 
say to

What change is 
required of

How can this be 
used to encour-
age

How is this truth 
applied by

What potential 
rebuke is this 
bringing to

How does this 
impact the 
prayer lives of

Application Grid
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Week 11

Study Questions
 
When did you first start studying the Bible seriously? How old were you and what 
was happening in your life?
 

What caused you to start reading the Bible regularly?

 
Why is it significant that early Christian believers recognized that salvation through 
Jesus was open to all people, not just the Jewish nation?

 
Who were Barnabas and Saul? What significant roles did they play in the rooting 
and advancement of Christianity?

 
Christians send money for the relief of the poor in Jerusalem in response to a proph-
ecy. What kind of faith is demonstrated by giving money for events that have not yet 
happened?
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Read Acts 13:1-3. What characterized the church in Antioch? Why is it noteworthy 
that they sent Paul and Barnabas out from among them?
 

Read Matthew 28:18-20. What does Jesus command in the Great Commission?

 
List some key questions you can refer to when seeking to apply God’s Word to your 
life.

 
How can you guard against the type of hypocrisy the Pharisees were known for—
knowing, but not obeying the Scriptures?



91

Week 11



Equipped

92

God Shows a New Way
1 John 2
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Week 12

Bible Study Principle: Occassion
 
Study Skill: Knowing the reasons a book of the Bible was written, as well as in-
formation about the audience, period of history, location, and related aspects of 
the cultural background of the readers informs Bible interpretation

Introduction

We send birthday cards for birthdays, sympathy cards when someone is grieving, and 
shower a young married couple or new parents. What we say and write along with the 
reasons for our gatherings change based on the circumstances. The same is true when 
we are reading the Bible. It’s helpful to know why an author has written. This is called 
occasion.
 
The earliest books of the Bible were written to introduce God, preserve history, and tes-
tify to the faithfulness of God in keeping his covenants. Later biblical books were writ-
ten so people could hear fresh words from God and expand revelation of him. The New 
Testament was written to teach us about the New Covenant of forgiveness from sins 
through Jesus Christ and show us the way of the Christian life. Some of the last books of 
the Bible are written to encourage and strengthen Christians undergoing persecution.
 
Looking into the occasion for writing combines many of the skills we have learned in 
this study. The author’s intent is paramount. The historical and literary contexts help 
determine and give broader perspective to the writing. Theological revelation often 
comes into play as well. As Scripture goes on and the story of God unfolds, biblical 
writers under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, teach us more about God and guide later 
readers in understanding and interpreting earlier biblical books. This happens as New 
Testament authors quote the Old Testament regularly. As you read the Bible, it will help 
you to ask why a book was written because the next logical question is: Why has God 
put it in front of me, today?
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A Trajectory for Learning About Biblical Occasion

The Author
Who was it? When did he write? Where did he write from? Did he write other books of 

the Bible?

 
 
 

The Audience
Who was it written to? Where did the recipients live? What was happening in the recipi-

ents’ world? How did the recipients receive the book?

 
 

The Aim
Does the book state the reason it was written? What themes are prominent? How does 

the book conclude? How has the church historically interpreted the book?
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Week 12

Study Questions

What are different occasions biblical books might be written for? Think of various 
time periods, genres, and authors (e.g. Joshua, Nehemiah, Psalms Isaiah, Mark, 
Romans, 1 Peter, etc.).
 

Who wrote 1 John?

 
Who was 1 John written to? What do you know about the audience, including where 
they lived, what circumstances they faced, and why John may have chosen to write to 
them?

 
Why, according to chapter 2, was this letter written? List as many reasons as you can 
find.

 
Does John think it is possible for a person to live without sin? See 1 John 1:8.
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One of the occasions for John’s writing is warning. What is antichrist? How will 
believers know when an antichrist has come?
 

What does it mean to abide in Christ? What are some habits of those who abide in 
Jesus?

 
How does 1 John feel similar or different to letters from the Apostles Paul and Peter? 
How might the occasion for John’s writing have contributed to differences?
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God Redeems Everything
Revelation 21-22
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Week 13

Bible Study Principle: Scripture Interprets Scripture
 
Study Skill: Looking first to the rest of the Bible to interpret difficult or challeng-
ing passages

Introduction

Skeptics often state the Bible contradicts itself. That is not true. If you are ever in that 
situation, ask for proof. Granted, certain biblical passages can be confusing or difficult 
to understand, but that does not mean that they are contradictory. A regularly cited ex-
ample of biblical contradiction is Old Testament purity laws in light of New Testament 
teaching about certain foods. This provides an excellent opportunity to point people 
back to the Bible.
 
The first place we should look when studying puzzling Bible passages is the rest of Scrip-
ture. Where else in Scripture is a similar principle discussed and what does that portion 
of the Bible say? If you are unsure of the meaning of a particular passage, are your 
conclusions consistent with other parts of the Bible? While many authors composed the 
Bible, it’s true author is God. He does not contradict himself.
 
Employing Scripture to interpret Scripture is also helpful in widening your study of 
God’s Word. You will understand the letters of Paul better if you study all of his writing. 
The reason for some of the laws that seem strange to us will become clearer if you are 
familiar with Exodus and Deuteronomy. The depth of David’s Psalms will become more 
apparent if you read 1 & 2 Samuel to understand why he would write them based on his 
experiences. In conclusion, as you read your Bible your view of God will expand, your 
knowledge of his Word will grow, and your passion to worship will be fueled.
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Principles for Scripture Interpreting Scripture
 
Use the clear to help with the obscure 
Certain portions of Scripture are straightforward and others are more complex. 
Where you have questions about complex passages, use clearer writing to help you.

 

Use teaching to help with the poetic
Psalms and proverbs are often based on word imagery. This can be attractive to read, 
but confusing to interpret. When theological truths or commands from God are being 
considered, look for more direct teaching available in the Bible.

 
Use the New Testament to help with the Old Testament 
Scripture is progressive revelation. God revealed more of himself and more of his will as 
time went on. Later writing presents a fuller view of God and should be used to clarify 
the meaning and intent of earlier biblical writing.

 
Use the simple to help with the complex
At its heart, the Word of God is not hard to understand. Most often, the simplest 
interpretation of biblical truth is correct. Among a range of options for interpretation, 
begin with a plain reading of the Bible and work from that as the starting point.
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Sermon Notes
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Week 13

Study Questions
 
Have you ever been challenged by claims that “the Bible contradicts itself ”? How did 
you respond?
 

What should be among our first questions when we encounter confusing verses in 
the Bible?

 
What genre is the book of Revelation written in? Who wrote Revelation? What was 
the occasion for the writing?

 
What imagery from other parts of Scripture do you see in Revelation 21-22? Where 
has a lush garden and a great city been seen elsewhere in Scripture?

 
When was the last time people dwelled with God and he with them?
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What is the significance of the size of the city and the number of gates for the New 
Jerusalem?
 

What is the fate of those who repent and believe in Jesus and those who continue in 
sin?

 
Why is it significant that there is no temple or need of sunlight in the New Jerusa-
lem?

 
Describe what you know of life in the New Heaven and the New Earth.
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Appendix
Additional Resources
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Timeline of Biblical Events

 » Creation
 » The Fall

 » 2166-1991 BC Abraham

 » 1876 BC Israelites migrate to Egypt

 » 1446 BC The Exodus

 » 1041-971 BC King David
 » 930 BC Israel/Judah Divided

 » 722 BC Assyrians conquer Israel

 » 605 BC Babylonians conquer Judah
              *During the life of Jeremiah, the Prophet

 » 537 BC Exiles begin returning and 
rebuilding Jerusalem

 » 5 BC Jesus of Nazareth is born

 » AD 33 Jesus Christ is crucified and 
resurrected

 » AD 35 Paul, the Apostle is converted
 » AD 48-57 Paul’s missionary journeys

 » AD 91 Revelation is written (New 
Testament canon is closed)

 » Second coming of Jesus Christ
 » New Heaven and New Earth

Patriarchal Period

Egyptian Sojourn

United Monarchy

Divided Monarchy

Persian Rule

Roman Rule

Church Age
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Old Testament (Canonical Order)

1. Genesis

2. Exodus

3. Leviticus

4. Numbers

5. Deuteronomy

6. Joshua

7. Judges

8. Ruth

9. 1 Samuel

10. 2 Samuel

11. 1 Kings

12. 2 Kings

13. 1 Chronicles

14. 2 Chronicles

15. Ezra

16. Nehemiah

17. Esther

Pentatuech

History

18. Job

19. Psalms

20. Proverbs

21. Ecclesiastes

22. Song of Solomon

23. Isaiah

24. Jeremiah

25. Lamentations

26. Ezekiel

27. Daniel

28. Hosea

29. Joel

30. Amos

31. Obadiah

32. Jonah

33. Micah

34. Nahum

35. Habakkuk

36. Zephaniah

37. Haggai

38. Zechariah

39. Malachi
Poetry and Wisdom

Major Prophets

Minor Prophets
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New Testament (Canonical Order)

Author Unknown

Written by Paul

Written by John

Written by Luke

1. Matthew

2. Mark

3. Luke

4. John

5. Acts

Gospels

History

Epistles
6. Romans

7. 1 Corinthians

8. 2 Corinthians

9. Galatians

10. Ephesians

11. Philippians

12. Colossians

13. 1 Thessalonians

14. 2 Thessalonians

15. 1 Timothy

16. 2 Timothy

17. Titus

18. Philemon

19. Hebrews

20. James

21. 1 Peter

22. 2 Peter

23. 1 John

24. 2 John

25. 3 John

26. Jude

27. Revelation
Apocalyptic
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Bible Study Skills

Bible Study Principle: Occassion
 
Study Skill: Knowing the reasons a book of the Bible was written, as well as in-
formation about the audience, period of history, location, and related aspects of 
the cultural background of the readers informs Bible interpretation

Bible Study Principle: Application
 
Study Skill: Experiencing life change through reading, learning, and obeying the 
Word of God

Bible Study Principle: Authorial Intent

Study Skill: Determining why, under divine direction, an author wrote a book or 
a smaller section of the Bible

Bible Study Principle: Context

Study Skill: Considering both the internal and external setting of a passage of 
Scripture guides Bible readers in determining purpose and meaning

Bible Study Principle: Genre
  
Study Skill: Identify the form and style of the writing in order to help the inter-
pretive process

Bible Study Principle: Biblical Theology
 
Study Skill: Tracing how a biblical theme or teaching is revealed throughout the 
Old and New Testaments

Bible Study Principle: Canonization
  
Study Skill: Learning about the Bible and delighting in the authority of God
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Bible Study Principle: Scripture Interprets Scripture
 
Study Skill: Looking first to the rest of the Bible to interpret difficult or challeng-
ing passages

Bible Study Principle: Redemptive Context
 
Study Skill: Approaching the Bible as a single story with a grand message of re-
demption and determining how each part contributes to that purpose

Bible Study Principle: Systematic Theology
 
Study Skill: Apply Scripture by studying what the whole Bible teaches about a 
given subject

Bible Study Principle:  Reading for Comprehension

Study Skill: Develop deeper understanding and more retention of Bible passages 
through outlining, considering structure, expanding vocabulary, and memoriza-
tion

Bible Study Principle: Translation
 
Study Skill: Identify a useful Bible translation that captures both the literal mean-
ing and sense of the words

Bible Study Principle: Word Studies
 
Study Skill: Studying the meaning and usage of specific words helps readers gain 
a more complete understanding of biblical truth
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